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“ Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother;  that  thy  days  may 
be  long  in  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee  " 

The  Fifth  Commandment. 

“A  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great  riches ” 

Proverbs  XXII,  1. 


Inscribed  to  the  memory  of  my  parents 

Frances  Blanche  Ellsworth 
Nathaniel  Prentiss  Banks  Cregier 
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Superintendent  Chicago  Water  Works,  1853-1879 
City  Engineer,  Chicago,  1879-1882 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  Chicago,  1882-1886 

Superintendent  of 

West  Division  Street  Railway  Co.,  1886-1888 
Ma^or  of  Chicago,  1889-1890 
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“Et  major  es  vestros  et  poster  os  cogitate ”  (Tacitus.)  (Think 
of  your  forefathers,  think  of  your  posterity.) 

‘ P eople  will  not  look  forward  to  posterity  who  never  look 
backward  to  their  ancestors.”  (Edmund  Burke j 


“He  who  serves  well  his  country  has  no  need  of  ancestors 

(Voltaire.) 


PREFACE 


Inordinate  pride  of  family  is  sheer  snobishness- 
There  are  few  illustrious  sons  of  illustrious  fathers. 
Each  of  us  must  stand  solely  upon  merit  of  our  individual 
character  and  accomplishments,  be  judged  thereon  by 
our  fellowmen.  To  claim  reflected  glory  is  futile  and 
pretentious.  Yet  the  warm  affection  properly  binding 
those  of  family  blood  ties  can  engender  inspiration  in 
knowledge  of  achievements,  noteworthy  contributions  to 
freedom  and  progress  of  mankind,  made  by  our  direct 
forebears.  Thus  may  we  be  spurred  to  live  up  to  or 
if  possible  excel  marks  in  history  of  those  of  our  name 
who  came  before  us.  To  in  turn  keep  a  light  shining 
along  the  pathway  of  life  as  guidance  for  our  children. 
This  to  me  is  the  justifiable  interest  in  lineage. 

Hence  the  following  small  treatise  upon  one  branch 
of  the  Cregier  family  leading  back  to  it’s  founder  Martin 
Cregier  in  eastern  area  lands  of  North  America,  later 
to  become  the  United  States,  was  the  subject  of  research 
begun  in  1932  at  the  instance  and  with  the  encour¬ 
agement  of  cousin  Enola  Cregier  Senyard.  It  has  been 
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an  arduous  but  rewarding  task,  bringing  many  new  and 
highly  valued  friendships,  associations.  Intended  as  a 
record  for  our  immediate  “clan”  and  to  be  carried  for¬ 
ward  as  a  source  of  information  for  relationships  ever 
extending. 

Some  background  historical  notes  provide  the  stage 
setting  or  milieu  of  Martin  Cregier’s  arrival  on  these 
shores  with  the  early  Dutch  settlers.  He  had  been  an 
Huguenot  refugee  in  Borcken,  Holland,  from  Toulouse, 
France,  but  back  of  that  point  we  have  not  yet  pene¬ 
trated.  Whether  other  members  of  his  family  were  vic¬ 
tims  of  massacre  in  the  French  city,  or  what  became  of 
them,  is  not  known.  The  name  was  apparently  extin¬ 
guished  through  excommunication  because  of  protestant- 
ism,  as  all  vital  statistic  records  prior  to  1666  were  those 
of  the  established  churches.  Efforts  made  at  Toulouse 
were  fruitless  and  my  search  had  to  be  abandoned.  His 

antecedents  are  obscured.  No  coat-of-arms,  crest  or 

/ 

seal  is  available.  Yet  he  was  of  unusual  attainments. 
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An  interesting  coincidence  rests  in  the  fact  he  became 
the  first  Burgomaster  of  the  newly  chartered  city  of 
Nieu  Amsterdam  in  America  1653,  which  later  became 
New  Aork  City;  and  his  great-great-great-great-great 
grandson  DeWitt  Clinton  Cregier  was  elected  Mayor  of 
Chicago  in  1889.  In  direct  line  of  descent  they  were 
chief  officials  of  the  two  major  cities  of  the  United  States. 

May  any  who  read  this  little  book  discover  some  of 
the  pleasure  and  benefit  gained  in  it’s  assembling,  and 
heed  well  the  precepts  of  fortitude  exemplified  by  those 
of  earlier  kin. 

E.  B.  Cregier 
Chicago,  Illinois,  1957. 


General  Historical  Notes: 

The  present  site  of  New  York  was  discovered  in 
April,  1524,  when  Giovanni  da  Verrazano,  the  Florentine 
explorer  in  the  employ  of  Francis  I  of  France,  anchored 
m  what  is  now  the  Bay  of  New  York.  On  September  3. 
1609,  Hendrick  Hudson,  an  Englishman  in  the  Dutch 
service,  entered  Hudson  Bay  Harbor.  Following  Hendrick 
Hudson  vrere  many  other  explorers  and  as  a  result  a 
permanent  settlement  of  colonists  by  the  Dutch  West 
Indies  Company  was  established  in  1626.  In  this  same 
year,  the  construction  of  Fort  Amsterdam  was  started 
and  tv’o  years  later,  1628,  the  settlement  consisted  of 
270  souls  and  vras  rapidly  being  called  by  a  new  name, 
New  Amsterdam. 

“Flowever,  much  controversy  existed  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Dutch  West  Indies  Company  as  both 
Great  Britain  and  the  Newr  Englanders  claimed  the 
Hudson  River  belonged  to  them;  so  in  1664  Great 
Britain  sent  a  fleet  under  the  Duke  of  York  to  seize  it, 
which  was  done  without  bloodshed  and  the  Dutch 
Colonies  passed  under  British  rule.  New  Amsterdam  was 
at  once  officially  named  New  York  in  honor  of  the  Duke 
of  York.” 
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Extracts  from  “Bowling  Green”  by  Spencer  Trask 
(1898)  :  “The  West  India  Company  was  chartered  by 
the  States-General  of  Holland  m  1621.  In  1625  enough 
capital  had  been  raised  and  colonists  obtained  .  .  .  and 
the  good  ship  ‘Sea  Mew’  sailed  into  New  York  Bay  May 
6,  1626,  bearing  the  doughty  Dutch  Governor,  Peter 
Minuet.  .  .  .  The  first  act  of  the  honest  Dutchman  on 
that  May  morn  was  to  call  together  the  Manhattan  tribe 
of  Indians  .  .  .  and  trade  for  the  whole  island  named 
after  the  tribe,  estimated  at  that  time  to  contain  about 
11,000  Dutch  morgens  (or  22,000  acres),  a  quantity  of 
beads,  trinkets,  etc.,  valued  at  60  guilders  (or  about 
$24.00).” 


After  the  first  fort  erected  as  mentioned  above,  .  .  . 
“a  larger  one  was  built  in  1635,  ...  300  feet  long,  and 
250  feet  wide.  1  his  enclosed  the  Governor’s  house, 
barracks,  and,  later,  the  church.  .  .  .  This  fort  occupied 
the  space  between  the  present  streets  called  Whitehall, 
Bridge,  State,  and  Bowling  Green.  The  sally-port  was 
at  the  north.  The  large  open  space  opposite  the  sally¬ 
port  was  set  apart  and  known  at  first  as  The  Plaine,’ 
afterwards  to  become  known  as  the  Bowling  Green.” 
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A  stockade,  with  a  bank  of  earth  on  the  inside,  ran 
in  a  northern  direction  from  the  fort  turning  easterly 
at  what  is  today  Wall  Street  (and  from  which  the  latter 
derived  it’s  name)  to  the  “Burghers  or  Slip  Battery  of 
10  guns”  at  the  water’s  edge  (East  River). 

£* J  he  lower  part  of  Broadway,  facing  Bowling  Green, 
in  common  with  that  upon  the  east  side,  was  simply 
designated  as  ‘The  Market-field.’  Afterwards  it  received 
the  name  of  the  TIeere  Straat,’  or  Great  Highway,  and 
later  the  name  ‘Broadway.’  Grants  of  lots  were  first 
made,  and  deeds  given,  in  1642.  Until  then  settlers  had 
been  allowed  to  occupy  land  as  they  saw  fit,  and  lines 
and  boundaries  were  established  by  chance,  or  accord¬ 
ing  to  each  one’s  own  sweet  will. 

“In  1643,  the  first  lot  granted  on  ‘De  Heere  Straat’ 
was  deeded  to  Martin  Cregier.  It  was  thus  described 
(translated  from  the  Dutch)  :  ‘Grant  to  Martin  Cregier, 
1643.  Lot  for  a  house  and  garden  lying  north  of  the 
Fort,  extending  from  the  house,  about  West,  nine  rods 
two  feet;  towards  the  fort,  south,  six  rods  nine  feet. 
Again  about  east,  with  a  great  out-point,  fourteen  rods 
six  feet;  further,  to  the  place  of  beginning,  four  rods 
five  feet.  Amounting,  in  an  uneven,  four-sided  figure, 
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to  eighty-six  rods  three  feet.5  This  lot  is  now  known  as 
numbers  9  and  11  Broadway,  being  part  of  the  land 
upon  which  the  Bowling  Green  Offices  are  built  .  .  . 
This  same  IVlartin  Cregier  was  a  notable  citizen.  He 
was  by  turns  an  Indian  trader,  sloop  owner,  and  master. 
In  1648,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  first  four  Hre 
Wardens.  In  1654,  we  find  that  a  new  seal  having  been 
granted  to  the  city,  it  was  publicly  delivered  December 
8,  by  the  Director  to  Martin  Cregier,  presiding  Burgo¬ 
master.  He  was  Captain  of  the  ‘Burghery,’  or  citizens’ 
company,  he  commanded  an  expedition  against  the 
Swedes  on  the  Delaware  River,  and  in  1663,  against  tne 
Esopus  Indians. 

“In  all  of  these  various  occupations  he  must  have 
been  successful,  for,  in  1659,  we  find  he  built  upon  his 
lot  a  tavern,  which  soon  became  a  place  of  fashionable 
resort,  the  Delmonico  or  Waldorf-Astoria  of  the  time. 
Fortune  favored  him,  as  before,  for,  in  1673,  during  the 
temporary  recapture  of  the  city  by  the  Dutch,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  ‘Valiant  Council  of  War,’  an  order  was 
passed  calling  for  the  nomination  of  six  persons  as 
Burgomasters.  ‘To  wit:  from  the  Wealthiest  Inhabi 
tants  and  those  only  who  are  of  the  Reformed  Chris- 
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tian  Religion.’  Cregier,  fulfilling  all  these  requirements, 
was  duly  elected,  further  proving  that  tavern-keeping 
was  equally  prosperous  then  as  now,  and  not  inconsistent 
with  religious  profession.  In  1674,  we  find  him  super¬ 
intending  the  fortifications,  in  anticipation  of  the  com¬ 
ing  of  the  English  force.  Whether  his  Dutch  (?)  blood 
resented  the  final  capture  of  the  city  by  the  English,  or 
whether  new  and  more  modern  taverns  eclipsed  his  own 
and  took  the  custom,  we  are  not  told ;  but  we  find  that 
later  he  abandoned  New  York,  and  with  his  family 
moved  to  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk,  then  on  the  very 
frontiers,  where  he  died,  in  1713,  nearly  a  century  old. 

“As  Cregier’s  Tavern  became  old  and  behind  the 
times,  a  new  building  was  erected,  which  afterward  bore 
the  name  of  ‘King’s  Arms  Tavern,’  and  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolution  was  familiarly  called  ‘Burns’  Coffee 
House.’  It  was  among  the  few  buildings  that  escaped 
the  fires  of  1776  and  1845.  As  late  as  1860  the  same 
building  was  still  standing,  bearing  the  title  of  ‘The 
Atlantic  Garden.’  This  is  remarkable  as  being  only  the 
second  structure  to  occupy  the  site  since  the  foundation 
of  the  city.” 

The  fort  was  torn  down  in  1790. 
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From  “History  of  the  County  of  Schenectady”  (2nd. 
Section)  by  Howell  and  Tenney,  Page  192,  (Chicago 
Public  Library)  ;  “Township  of  Niskayuna”  - —  “The 
first  settlement  of  this  town  was  made  by  an  independent 
class  of  Hollanders  who  located  outside  the  manor  line 
to  avoid  the  conflicting  exactions  of  the  Patroons  and 
the  trading  government  of  the  New  Netherlands.  Among 
these  were  the  Clutes,  Vedders,  Van  Vrankens,  Groots 
Tymersons,  Consauls,  Pearses,  Van  Brookhovens,  Claus 
Jansen,  and  Krygiers  (also  written  Cregier).  The  men¬ 
tion  of  Captain  Martin  Cregier  revives  the  memory  of 
the  old  Holland  soldier  who  is  buried  on  this  soil  and 
was  one  of  Governor  Stuyvesant’s  most  trusted  friends, 
ambassadors  and  officers,  who  had  fought  for  him  in 
many  battles  and  was  his  strong  right  arm  in  the  front 
rank  in  every  hour  of  danger.  His  descendants  still 
reside  in  Niskayuna  and  some  of  them  probably  on  the 
old  homestead  farm.” 


From  “Society  of  Colonial  Wars;  Index  of  Ancestors 
and  Honor  Roll  1922”  —  F 
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Newberry  Library 
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Page  127,  “Cregier,  Captain-Lieutenant  Martin  — 
1702.  —  Capt.-Lieut.  New  Amsterdam  Burghers  Corps, 
1651.  Member  of  the  Governor’s  Council  and  first 
Capt.,  1659.  Sent  to  protect  the  Dutch  Colony  on  the 
Delaware,  1663.  Commissioned  Capt.-Lieut.  in  com¬ 
mand  of  all  military  forces  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
under  the  English,  and  conducted  the  war  against  the 
Esopus  Indians.” 

Notes  re:  Martin  Cregier; 

Burgomaster  of  New  Amsterdam  1653-1654-1659- 
1660.  Orphan  Master  1658-1661-1662.  Fire  Warden 
1648.  Ambassador  to  Colony  of  New  Haven  to  explain 
measures  adopted  against  Pirates  1654.  Delegate  to 
Convention  at  New  Amsterdam  to  put  end  to  piracies 
and  robberies  of  one  Thomas  Baxter  1653.  Delegate  to 
the  Convention  to  represent  the  state  of  the  country  to 
authorities  in  Holland  1653.  Commissioner  appointed 
to  superintend  the  fortifying  of  New  Amsterdam  1654. 
Commissioner  appointed  to  treat  with  the  Esopus 
Indians  1658.  Commissioner  appointed  to  settle  affairs 
on  the  South  or  Delaware  River  1659.  Accompanied 
Burgomaster  Stephen  Van  Courtland  and  Director  Gen¬ 
eral  Peter  Stuyvesant  to  the  Esopus  to  conclude  peace 


10 


■ 

I 


with  the  Indians  1660.  “The  Roll  of  Great  Burghers” 
1657.  Commissioner  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to 
the  lands  from  Barnegatt  to  the  Raritan  1663.  Commis¬ 
sioner  to  confer  with  Captain  John  Scott  respecting  his 
claim  to  Long  Island  1664.  Signed  the  Ratification  of 
the  Articles  of  Capitulation  surrendering  New  Nether¬ 
lands  to  the  English,  with  Peter  Stuyvesant  Sept.  8, 
1664.  Commissioner  to  confer  on  behalf  of  the  Burghers 
of  New  Orange  with  the  Dutch  Commanders  after  Re¬ 
covery  of  New  Netherlands  1673.  Commissioner  to 
value  the  estates  of  all  persons  in  New  Orange  above 
1,000  guilders  1674.  (NOTE: — All  the  foregoing  from 
“New  Netherlands  Register  1626  -  1674”  by  E.  B. 
O’Callaghan.) 


Notes  re:  Martin  Cregier,  Jr.; 

Clerk  in  Bookkeeper’s  Office  of  New  Amsterdam  1655- 
1658.  Clerk  in  Secretary’s  Office  1646.  Commissioner 
to  settle  estate  of  Thomas  Delaval  at  Willemstadt  1674. 
(NOTE. — From  “Netherlands  Register  1626-1674”  by 
E.  B.  O’Callaghan). 

Catherine,  daughter  of  Martin  Cregier,  married  to 
ChristofTel  Hooglandt  1667. 


Extract  from  the  “Archives  of  the  Colony  and  State 
of  New  York  in  the  Revolution,”  recorded  by  James  A. 
Roberts,  Comptroller;  printed  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  1898, 
Brandon  Printing  Co.,  2nd.  edition: 

“All  names  are  derived  from  that  highest  of  sources, 
the  original  muster  and  pay  rolls,  thus  the  services  of 
the  individual  are  conclusively  shown.” 

“Index  to  Commanding  Officers”  - —  (page  276)  — 
Naval  Service:  Captain  Thomas  Cregier;  Schooner 
“General  Putnam”  (formerly  the  “Betsey”.) 

Fourth  Regiment  of  the  Line:  Ensign  Simon  Cregier 
under  Colonel  James  Holmes  and  Colonel  Henry  B. 
Livingston. 

Fourth  Regiment,  Ulster  County  Militia:  Cornelius 
Cregier,  enlisted  man. 

Second  Regiment,  Orange  County  Militia:  Thomas 
Cregier,  enlisted  man. 

(NOTE: — Copy  of  the  work  above  quoted  is  on  file  at 
the  Chicago  Public  Library,  Reference  Room,  number 
R.  R.  73  8 

From  old  Bible,  letters,  records,  deeds  and  books  of 
“Aunt  Lizzie”  (Elizabeth  Foggin  Wells),  sister  of  Mary 
Sophia  Foggin  (Mrs.  DeWitt  C.  Cregier)  these  notes  on 
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(maritime)  Captain  John  Remy  LeFort,  and  DeWitt  C. 
Cregier’s  direct  line  of  descent  from  Martin  Cregier, 
Hu  guenot  refugee  from  Toulouse,  France,  to  Borcken, 
Holland,  and  who  then  with  over  250  Dutch  colonists 
under  Peter  Minuet  sailed  in  the  ship  Sea  Mew  to 


America  landing  on  Manhattan  Island  May  6,  1626, 
where  was  built  Fort  New  Amsterdam,  the  genesis  of 
present-day  New  York  City,  and  the  area  called  The 
New  Netherlands. 


Sea  Captain  John  Remy  LeFort  came  from  a  French 
maritime  family,  originally  of  Bordeaux,  Gironde,  ship¬ 
owners  headed  by  Jean  E.  LeFort,  and  was  believed 
born  in  New  York  City,  May  31,  1767.  The  oil  portrait 
of  Captain  LeFort  in  possession  of  the  Cregier  family 
shows  a  device  on  a  button  of  his  coat  said  to  identify 
his  family’s  company.  He  married  Eliza  O’Bryan  born 
in  New  York  City  January  1,  1776,  on  October  22,  1793. 
Captain  LeFort  died  October  23,  1846.  His  wife  had 
died  August  15,  1825.  A  daughter,  Ann  Eliza  LeFort, 
born  October  11,  1794,  married  John  L.  Cregier,  Novem¬ 
ber  14,  1812.  A  son  was  DeWitt  C.  Cregier,  born  June 
1,  1829.  John  L.  Cregier  died  May  13,  1833.  Ann  Eliza 
Cregier  died  May  18,  1842. 


The  Cregier  line  of  descent  from  Martin  Cregier  is : 


Martin  Cregier  born  Toulouse,  France,  1614; 

died  Upper  Mohawk,  N.  Y.,  1713; 

married  Lysbeth  Jans  at  New  Amsterdam,  New 
Netherlands,  1642. 

Martin  Cregier,  Jr.,  born  New  Amsterdam,  ; 

died  Port  Albany,  N.  Y.,  January  21,  1702;  mar¬ 


ried  Janneken  Hendricx  Van  Doesburgh  at  New 
Amsterdam  September  6,  1671. 

Martinus  Cregier  born  New  Amsterdam  ; 

died  ; 

married  Margrietje  Van  Dalsen  at  New  York 
City  August  27,  1702. 

Johannes  Cregier  born  New  York  City  May  28,  1704; 
died  ; 

married  Anna  Naxon  at  New  York  City. 

Thomas  Cregier  born  New  York  City  April  4,  1731; 
died  ; 

married  Elizabeth  Post  at  New  York  City  July 
14,  1759. 

Augustas  John  Cregier  born  New  York  City  ; 

died  ; 
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married  Hannah  Lanksbury  at  New  York  City 
October  17,  1790. 

John  Lanksbury  Cregier  born  New  York  City  August 
16,  1791 ; 

died  New  York  City  May  13,  1833; 
married  Ann  Eliza  LeFort  at  New  York  City 
November  14,  1812. 

DeWitt  Clinton  Cregier  born  New  York  City  June 
1,  1829; 

died  Chicago,  Illinois,  November  9,  1898; 
married  Mary  Sophia  Foggin  at  New  York  City 
August  2,  1853. 

Nathaniel  Prentiss  Banks  Cregier  born,  Chicago, 
Illinois,  November  9,  1864; 
died  Chicago,  Illinois,  January  10,  1935; 
married  Frances  Blanche  Ellsworth  at  Chicago, 
Illinois,  May  30,  1889. 

Ellsworth  Banks  Cregier  born  Chicago,  Illinois, 
January  24,  1891  ; 
died 

j 

married  Elizabeth  Ann  Shepard  at  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois,  June  20,  1936. 
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Remy  LeFort  Cregier  born  Evanston,  Illinois,  July 
8,  1944; 
died 
married 

(Second  marriage  of  Ellsworth  Banks  Cregier  to 
Mary  Jane  Wilson  Gould  (widow  of  Herbert  Alfred 
Gould)  at  Wilmette,  Illinois,  July  12,  1952.) 

CHILDREN  OF  DeWITT  C.  CREGIER 

AND  MARY  SOPHIA  CREGIER: 

Madelaine  Louise  Cregier 

born  May  23,  1854  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died  January  ,  1856  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
married  X 

William  McAlpine  Cregier 

born  March  16,  1856  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died  March  21,  1879  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
married  Eliza  Elizabeth  Lyke  August  8,  1877  at 
Crown  Point,  Indiana 

George  Whitney  Cregier 

born  November  ,  1859  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died  February  ,  1863  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
married  X 
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Mary  Florence  Cregier 

born  February  2,  1861  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died  September  11,  1932  at  Ft.  Benj.  Harrison, 
Indiana 

married  Charles  Samuel  Crain  May  6,  1885  at 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Nathaniel  Prentiss  Banks  Cregier 

born  November  9,  1864  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died  January  10,  1935  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
married  Frances  Blanche  Ellsworth  May  30,  1889 
at  Chicago,  Illinois 
DeWitt  Clinton  Cregier,  Jr. 

born  July  23,  1866  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died  August  4,  1918  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
married  Carolyn  Allen  Briggs 
Washington  Roger  Cregier 

born  April  1,  1869  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died  October  4,  1931  at  St.  Charles,  Illinois 
married  Sarah  Wilcox  February  6,  1895  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  Illinois ;  later  married  Martha  Opsand 
March  31,  1922  at  Wheaton,  Illinois 

Edward  LeFort  Cregier 

born  May  3,  1871  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died  December  22,  1909  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
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married  Myrtle  Duell  January  1,  1894  at  Chicago, 
Illinois ;  later  married  Pauline  Meyering  March 
28,  1900  at  Chicago,  Illinois 

Charles  Knap  Cregier 

born  October  23,  1873  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died  January  30,  1939  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
married  Evalyn  Atkins  October  10,  1915  at 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Frederick  Quintard  Cregier 

born  November  30,  1875  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died  March  24,  1947  at  Geneva,  Illinois 
married  Rose  McCarthy  July  20,  1918  at  St. 
Charles,  Illinois;  later  married  Juliana  Angela 
Marcheschi  February  25,  1926  at  St.  Charles, 
Illinois 

GRANDCHILDREN  OF  DeWITT  C. 

and  MARY  S.  CREGIER: 

Enola,  daughter  of  William  McAlpine  Cregier 
born  May  30,  1878  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died 

.  married  Charles  S.  Senyard  June  3,  1903  at 
Chicago,  Illinois 
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Florence,  daughter  of  Charles  S.  Crain 

born  July  18,  1886  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died 

married  Jesse  Gaston  September  9,  1911  at  St. 
Chari  es,  Illinois 

Dorothy,  daughter  of  Charles  S.  Crain 

born  August  16,  1890  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died 

married  John  J.  Gahan 

Ellsworth  Banks  Cregier,  son  of  N.  Banks  Cregier 
born  January  24,  1891  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died 

married  Elizabeth  Ann  Shepard  June  20,  1936  at 
Chicago,  Illinois;  later  married  Mary  Jane 
Wilson  (Gould)  July  12,  1952  at  Wilmette, 
Illinois 

Charles  Wilcox  Cregier,  son  of  Washington  R.  Cregier 
born  November  16,  1895  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died 

married  Jane  Gober  November  3,  1951  at  Dallas, 
Texas 

DeWitt  Clinton  Cregier  III,  son  of  Edward  L.  Cregier 
born  April  24,  1903  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
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died 

married 

later  married  Alma  Griese  April  20,  1932  at 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Edward  LeFort  Cregier  II,  son  of  Washington  R. 
Cregier 

born  August  2,  1923  at  Geneva,  Illinois 
died 

married  Betty  Jean  Roberts 

Frederick  Quintard  Cregier,  Jr.,  son  of  Frederick  Q. 
Cregier 

born  September  20,  1927  at  Geneva,  Illinois 
died 

married  Joyce  Arbizzani  May  11,  1957  at  St. 
Charles,  Illinois 

Robert  Cregier,  son  of  Frederick  Q.  Cregier 
born  April  9,  1929  at  Geneva,  Illinois 
died  February  4,  1943  at  Geneva,  Illinois 
married  X 

Gloria  Cregier,  daughter  of  Frederick  Q.  Cregier 
born  June  5,  1930  at  Geneva,  Illinois 
died 

married  Thomas  A.  Emma  April  14,  1951  at 
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Geneva,  Illinois 

Angela,  daughter  of  Frederick  Q.  Cregier 

born  August  22,  1935  at  Geneva,  Illinois 

died 

married 

GREAT  GRANDCHILDREN  OF  DeWITT  C. 

and  MARY  S.  CREGIER: 

Stephen  Cregier  Senyard,  son  of  Charles  S.  Senyard 
born  August  20,  1907  at  Chicago,  Illinois 
died 

married  Virginia  Jean  Campbell  November  11, 
1933  at  Oak  Park,  Illinois 

Charles  Crain  Gaston,  son  of  Jesse  Gaston 
born  July  9,  1915  at  Geneva,  Illinois 
died 

married  Helen  Backlund  November  8,  1942  at 
Miami  Beach,  Florida 

Enola  Juanita  Senyard,  daughter  of  Charles  S.  Senyard 
born  April  11,  1919  at  Oak  Park,  Illinois 
died 

married  Wilbur  Stanley  Newcomer  September  26, 
1946  at  Oak  Park,  Illinois 
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Remy  LeFort  Cregier,  son  of  Ellsworth  B.  Cregier 
born  July  8,  1944  at  Evanston,  Illinois 
died 
married 

DeWitt  Clinton  Cregier  IV,  son  of  DeWitt  C. 

Cregier  III 

born  January  27,  1947  at  Deerfield,  Illinois 

died 

married 

Lois  Jean  Cregier,  daughter  of  Edward  L.  Cregier  II 

born  June  16,  1951  at  Omaha,  Nebraska 
died 

married 

Mary  Catherine  Emma,  daughter  of  Thomas  A.  Emma 
born  June  2,  1952  at  South  Bend,  Indiana 
died 
married 

Robert  Addison  Emma,  son  of  Thomas  A.  Emma 
born  January  12,  1954  at  Moline,  Illinois 
died 
married 

Paul  Joseph  Emma,  son  of  Thomas  A.  Emma 
born  November  2,  1955  at  Moline,  Illinois 


22 


L  .  ;  ..  u,  ■ 


died 

married 

Richard  Edward  Cregier,  son  of  Edward  L.  Cregier  II 
born  June  18,  1956  at  Omaha,  Nebraska 
died 
married 

Maureen  Louise  Emma,  daughter  of  Thomas  A.  Emma 
born  February  9,  1960  at  Geneva,  Illinois 
died 
married 

Charles  DeWitt  Cregier,  son  of  Edward  L.  Cregier  II 
born  June  2,  1961  at  Dekalb,  Illinois 
died 
married 

GREAT,  GREAT  GRANDCHILDREN  OF 

DeWITT  C.  and  MARY  S.  CREGIER: 

Glorianne  Senyard,  daughter  of  Stephen  C.  Senyard 
born  May  5,  1941  at  Oak  Park,  Illinois 
died 
married 

Gay  Marie  Gaston,  daughter  of  Charles  Crain  Gaston 
born  July  15,  1946  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 
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died 

married 

Charles  Crain  Gaston,  Jr.,  son  of  Charles  C.  Gaston 
born  July  14,  1948  at  San  Francisco,  California 
died 
married 


MEMBERSHIP  IN  LINEAGE 
AND  PATRIOTIC  ORGANIZATIONS 


The  Order  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America 
Charles  Wilcox  Cregier 
DeWitt  Clinton  Cregier  III 
Ellsworth  Banks  Cregier 
Frederick  Quintard  Cregier,  Jr. 

Stephen  Cregier  Senyard 

General  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  (In  Illinois) 
Ellsworth  Banks  Cregier 

The  Holland  Society  of  New  York 
Ellsworth  Banks  Cregier 

The  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 

'  American  Revolution 

DeWitt  Clinton  Cregier  III 
Ellsworth  Banks  Cregier 

The  National  Huguenot  Society 
Ellsworth  Banks  Cregier 
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Additional  notes  re:  DeWitt  Clinton  Cregier  (Sr.): 

From  “National  Cyclopaedia”  section  1312,  and  the 
“Illinois  Enlightener”  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  November  1954;  “An  or¬ 
phan  at  13  he  lived  for  three  years  with  relatives,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  New  York  City.  At  16 
he  became  an  assistant  engineer  on  the  steamer  “Oregon” 
plymg  Long  Island  Sound  until  1847.  He  next  entered 
employ  of  the  company  which  subsequently  became  the 
famous  Morgan  Iron  Works  and  before  leaving  it  in 
1851  had  thoroughly  familiarized  himself  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  much  of  the  practice  of  mechanical  engineer¬ 
ing.  In  answer  to  a  call  for  an  engineer  to  design  and 


build  pumping  engines  for  the  first  waterworks  of  the 
new  growing  City  of  Chicago  he  was  recommended  for 
the  post  by  the  Morgan  Iron  Works  and  came  to  Chi¬ 
cago  in  August  of  1853.  A  bronze  plaque  commemora¬ 
tive  of  his  work  in  this  connection  is  still  upon  the  West 
wall  of  the  “Old  Water  Tower”,  famous  Chicago  land¬ 
mark  at  the  intersection  of  North  Michigan  and  Chicago 
Avenues.  Impressed  by  the  energy  of  the  thriving  young 
city  he  accepted  the  offer  made  him  to  remain  as 
pumping  engineer.  He  next  became  City  Engineer  for 
three  years  and  then  appointed  Commissioner  of  Public 
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Works,  so  serving  until  elected  Mayor  of  Chicago  in 
1889.  While  in  that  office  he  went  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
addressing  a  joint  session  of  Congress  whereby  the 
World’s  Columbian  Exposition  was  secured  for  Chicago 
and  he  was  one  of  its  commissioners  in  1893.  The  first 
lire  hydrants  of  the  city  were  of  his  invention  and  de- 
sign,  a  donation  to  the  community.  Chicago  passed  the 
million  mark  in  population  during  his  administration. 
Cregier  Avenue  in  the  South  Shore  district  was  named 
in  his  honor,  as  were  also  the  Cregier  Vocational  High 
School,  the  D.  C.  Cregier  public  baths  on  the  North 
Side,  and  D.  C.  Cregier  Masonic  Lodge  No.  643.  In 
that  Order  he  served  as  Master  of  Blaney  Lodge  No.  271 
for  eight  years,  and  as  Grand  Master  of  Illinois  in 
1870-1871.  bor  heading  the  international  Ma  sonic 
Board  of  Relief  funds  at  the  time  of  the  great  Chicago 
lire  he  was  presented  with  an  especially  designed 
diamond-set  symbol  which  upon  his  death  he  directed 
returned  to  the  fraternity  to  be  conferred  upon  some 
other  Mason  for  outstanding  service  rendered.  The 
Grand  Lodge  instead  ordained  it  to  henceforth  be  The 
Grand  Master’s  Jewel  of  Illinois  and  it  so  remains 
today.  Cregier  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Masonic 
Veterans  Association  and  chairman  of  the  Jurisprudence 
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Committee.  He  was  also  one  of  the  founders  and  later 
president  of  the  Western  Society  of  Engineers.  In  1894 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Grover  Cleveland  as  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  U.  S.  Indian  warehouse  at  Chicago  and 
special  disbursing  agent  of  public  funds,  in  which  capa¬ 
city  he  acted  until  his  death  in  1898.” 
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APOLOGIA 


The  good  printer  and  binder  by  whom  this  little 
book  was  put  together  informed  me  it  must  comprise  a 
minimum  number  of  pages  to  permit  being  bound  with 
a  so-termed  “hard  cover”  in  the  standard  process.  Hence 
what  was  intended  merely  as  a  names  and  dates  record 
of  a  single  line  in  the  Cregier  family  mainly  for  preser¬ 
vation  by,  and  interest  to,  those  represented  therein, 
must  be  augmented  by  some  space-filler  comment  upon 
several  of  the  more  recent  and  contemporary  members. 
This  is  the  sole  reason  and  excuse  for  these  additional 
notes.  Yet  possibly  the  recounting  of  a  few  anecdotes 
and  some  “dropping  of  names”  which  endure  in  recol¬ 
lections  such  as  form  common  lore  in  most  families 
under  the  general  heading  of  “Do  you  remember  when 
-  -  -  will  not  be  amiss  and  may  serve  to  lend 

atmosphere  anent  the  times  and  milieu.  A  bit  of  sea¬ 
soning  for  otherwise  sterile  statistics.  And  perhaps 
bring  an  indulgent  smile  to  anyone  whose  knowledge 
reaches  back  to  the  era  of  cedar  block  paved  streets, 
gaslights,  wooden  sidewalks,  and  horsecars. 

E.  B.  Cregier 
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N.  Banks  Cregier:  —  (Father  of  the  compiler  of 
these  notes).  Third  son  of  DeWitt  C.  Cregier,  Sr., 
(named  after  General  Nathaniel  Prentiss  Banks,  who 
was  also  Governor  of  Massachusetts),  became  crippled 
in  both  knees  at  age  eleven  and  wore  steel  braces  from 

his  hips  to  his  heels  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Deprived  of 
the  physical  activities  of  other  boys  his  age  he  devoted 

all  his  energies  to  study  of  the  violin,  ultimately  be¬ 
coming  a  well  known  and  beloved  figure  in  Chicago 
musical  circles  for  his  brilliant  and  sensitive  artistry 
upon  this  instrument.  His  first  gainful  employment  was 
in  playing  with  the  orchestra  of  Hooley’s  Theatre,  later 
called  Powers  Theatre,  on  Randolph  Street,  the  site  now 
occupied  by  a  part  of  the  Hotel  Sherman.  Short  in 
stature  and  having  to  walk  with  the  aid  of  a  cane  due 
to  his  affliction,  he  became  familiar  to  those  along  the 
“Rialto”  as  “Banks,  —  the  Little  Fellow”  and  enjoyed 
a  host  of  friends  in  all  walks  of  life.  He  admired  and 
emulated  Theodore  Thomas,  one  of  the  founders,  and 
musical  director,  of  the  symphony  orchestra  which 
originally  bore  the  Thomas  name,  afterwards  becoming 
the  Chicago  Symphony.  Some  years  later  Banks  Cregier’s 
objective  to  form  his  own  orchestra  was  realized,  and 
comprised  in  major  part  leading  musicians  of  the  Thomas 
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Symphony,  including  George  Bass  as  first  violinist  and 
concertmaster,  Bert  Brown  who  also  served  as  cornet 
soloist  with  Sousa  and  Pryor,  violinist  Adolph  Rosen- 
becker,  cellist  Bruno  Steindel,  Madame  Lovejoy,  harp¬ 
ist,  and  others  of  renown.  The  aggregation  appeared  in 
Rector’s  restaurant  at  Monroe  and  Clark  Streets,  favored 
by  social  and  theatre  notables,  presided  over  by  the 
famed  “Bob”  Stites  as  manager,  “Gabe”  and  Finegan 
as  maitres-d’.  It  was  the  first  such  venture  with  full 
symphony  orchestra,  an  added  Aeolian  grand  pipeorgan 
installed,  as  permanent  entertainment  at  any  restau¬ 
rant  in  the  United  States  and,  probably,  in  the  world. 
There  were  dire  predictions  the  great  cost  would  be 
financially  ruinous  to  the  owners,  but  response  to  the 
lure  of  the  finest  in  music  exceeded  all  expectations,  and 
the  seating  capacity  was  solidly  sold  out  by  advance 
reservations  every  night  for  several  years. 

One  of  the  colorful  characters  who  frequented  “the 
Loop”  at  the  time  was  called  “Carnation  Dan”  O’Leary, 
a  quiet,  likable  Irishman,  dapper  in  dress  to  the  extent 
of  being  considered  a  bit  of  a  “dude”,  who  derived  his 
sobriquet  from  the  never-failing  habit  of  wearing  a  fresh 
red  carnation  on  the  lapel  of  his  coat.  No  one  ever  knew 
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his  source  of  income,  for  he  toiled  not  but  did  spin  many 
acts  of  charity  and  helpfulness  to  the  downtrodden  and 
those  in  need.  Asking  no  favors  in  return,  he  had  be¬ 
come  a  legendary  figure  amongst  the  poor  and  one 
whose  friendship  was  sought  and  appreciated  by  finan¬ 
cial  and  political  powers  as  well.  An  oft-told  story  ran 
that  one  night  at  the  1  a.  m.  hour  of  closing  Carnation 
Dan  asked  his  friend  Banks  to  accompany  him  to  the 
flat  on  nearby  North  Wells  Street  of  an  old  Irish  lady 
said  to  be  upon  her  deathbed  and  alone  in  the  world. 
She  had  expressed  a  wish  that  before  her  passing  she 
might  once  more  hear  some  of  the  sweet  old  songs  and 
lively  jig  tunes  of  the  land  of  her  birth.  Cregier  tucked 
his  treasured  violin  case  under  one  arm  and  the  two 
men  started  the  few  blocks  walk.  Out  of  the  darkness 
near  the  river  bridge  a  footpad  confronted  them  with 
the  usual  command  to  stand  and  deliver.  But  when  he 
began  “frisking”  his  victims  and  his  hands  came  into 
contact  with  the  braces  upon  the  legs  of  the  one  he 
paused,  then  gruffly  said  as  he  handed  back  both  wallets, 
“Little  man,  it’s  a  late  time  of  day  for  you  to  be  out, 
and  I  guess  you  need  the  money  more  than  I  do,” 
and  vanished.  The  startled  pair  continued  on  their  way, 
and  then  climbed  the  long  flight  of  stairs  to  the  second 
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floor  of  a  shoddy  frame  building  with  living  quarters 
above  a  store.  Here,  by  the  light  of  a  kerosene  lamp, 
as  Carnation  Dan  later  described  it,  Cregier  played  one 
after  another  of  the  haunting  melodies  of  the  “Auld 
Sod”  interspersed  with  fast  tempo  dance  airs  “as  if  the 
^tigels  themselves  were  guiding  his  Angers”,  bringing 
tears  of  happiness  to  the  eyes  of  his  rapt  audience  of  one. 
“No  man  ever  made  a  Addle  talk  as  did  Banks  that 
night,  not  even  Paganini”,  asserted  O’Leary.  “We  Anally 
tiptoed  out  leaving  the  old  woman  stilled  into  her  last 
sleep  with  a  smile  of  great  joy  on  her  face.  The  Little 
F el  low  had  poured  out  his  heart  through  an  inspired  bow 
and  the  music  carried  her  far  beyond”. 

Banks  Cregier’s  “Crack  Orchestra”  as  it  was  further 
billed  also  played  at  old  Washington  Park  and  Haw¬ 
thorne  racetracks  in  their  heyday,  when  many  a  splendid 
four-in-hand  coach  (sometimes  called  a  “tally-ho”), 
phaeton,  and  victoria  trotted  in  high  syle  down  Michigan 
Avenue  taking  blue-bloods  to  the  Derby  at  the  Arst 
mentioned. 

In  the  world  of  the  opera  and  theatre  numerous  stars 
of  that  day,  Farrar,  Scotti,  Mary  Garden,  Mrs.  Fiske, 
Blanche  Bates,  Raymond  Hitchcock,  Elsie  Janis,  Richard 
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Carle,  Eddie  Foy,  among  them,  were  frequent  visitors 
at  Rector’s,  and  held  the  “Little  Fellow”  in  warm  per¬ 
sonal  esteem.  They  termed  him  unique  as  a  musical  di¬ 
rector,  whether  by  interpretation  of  the  delicate  nuances 
of  classical  numbers,  or  verve  in  rendition  of  “popular” 
compositions.  In  the  journalistic  held,  such  men  as 
James  Keeley,  editor  of  the  Chicago  Tribune,  Edward  S. 
Beck  and  John  T.  McCutcheon,  Max  Ihmsen,  became 
added  close  cronies.  And  in  the  other  arts,  by  virtue 
of  membership  in  the  legendary  association  called 
“Bohemia”  headed  by  the  strange  lady  known  under  the 
pseudonym  of  “Amber”,  he  came  into  lasting  fellowship 
with  “the  child’s  poet”  Eugene  Field,  Carrie  Jacobs  Bond, 
Jessie  Bartlett  Davis,  Grace  Duffle  Boylan,  Opie  Read, 
other  writers,  painters  and  sculptors,  Clarence  Darrow 
the  attorney. 


Yet  there  was  a  side  directly  opposite  to  the  artistic 
nature  of  Banks  Cregier,  -  -  coldly  scientific  in  character 
and  channeled  into  the  realm  of  electrical  engineering 
and  inventions,  one  which  came  to  dominate  his  later 
years.  Early  experiments  with  this  magic  force  brought 
him  into  collaboration  with  Dr.  Lee  De  Forest  who  was 
then  the  American  representative  of  Guglielmo  Marconi, 
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inventor  of  the  technique  of  wireless  telegraphy.  The 
next  step  was  on  concept  of  wireless  “telephone”  and 
De  F  orest  devised  his  “audion  bulb”,  the  forerunner  of 
the  radio  tube,  so  becoming  the  father  of  the  modern 
marvels  of  radio  and  television.  Cregier’s  own  specialty 
developed  an  advanced  fire  and  police  electrical  alarm 
system  which  bore  his  name  and  was  adopted  by  such 
major  cities  as  Chicago,  Cleveland,  St.  Paul,  and  Los 
Angeles.  He  also  assisted  Herbert  S.  Mills  in  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  “Virtuoso”,  an  automatically  played  violin. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Supervising  Engineer 
of  the  Chicago  Fire  Department.  Yet  as  a  symbol  be¬ 
speaking  his  dual  interests,  a  framed  quotation,  anony¬ 
mous,  hung  upon  the  wall  of  his  office;  “Music,  once 
admitted  to  the  soul,  becomes  a  sort  of  spirit,  and 
never  dies”. 

*  *r  * 


35 


Frances  Blanche  Ellsworth:  —  (Mother  of  the 
compiler  of  these  notes).  Youngest  of  six  daughters  of 
Frederick  Backus  Ellsworth  and  Anne  Louise  Metcalf. 
Born  in  Chicago,  her  father  of  Athens,  Pennsylvania 
and  her  mother  of  Marretown,  England.  She  became 
an  orphan  at  age  seven.  An  aunt  in  Chicago  was  the 
wife  of  Judge  Henry  M.  Shepard. 

Two  of  the  sisters  died  in  youth,  Ethel  and  Isabel, 
are  buried  in  Graceland  Cemetery,  Chicago.  Mabel,  the 
eldest,  married  Frank  W.  Young  of  Chicago  and  had 
one  son,  Franklyn  Laurence  Young,  now  a  resident  of 
Altadena,  California,  who  with  his  wife  Beatrice  had 
one  daughter,  Virginia.  Another  of  the  sisters,  Edith, 
married  Josiah  Tatum  Baily  of  Philadelphia,  last  lived 
in  Oak  Park,  Illinois,  and  had  no  children.  The  second 
youngest  of  the  sisters,  Grace,  married  Walter  H. 
Polhemus  of  New  York,  had  one  son  Clarence  E. 
Polhemus  born  in  Chicago  and  latterly  all  resided  in 
Los  Angeles,  California. 

The  maternal  grandmother  of  the  sisters  was  Eliza¬ 
beth  Glaister,  related  to  the  Ismay  family  of  early  day 
ship  line  operators,  the  Ismay-Imray  Company,  which 
became  the  White  Star  Line,  later  merging  with  the 


% 


36 


, 


i 

t 


1 

I 

4- 


I 

l. 

s 

I 

* 


T* 

» 

f 

i 


Cunard  Line.  Frederick  B.  Ellsworth  was  a  cousin  of 
Colonel  Elmer  E.  Ellsworth  of  the  famous  Zouaves  of 
Civil  War  times,  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the 
first  Northern  Army  officer  to  die  in  the  conflict,  shot 
by  James  W.  Jackson,  proprietor  of  the  Marshall  House 
hotel  in  Alexandria,  Virginia,  after  Ellsworth  pulled 
down  the  Confederate  flag  displayed  above  the  building. 
His  body  lay  in  state  at  the  White  House  in  Washington. 

Frances  Blanche  Ellsworth  died  in  Chicago  July  28, 
1936.  She  was  often  referred  to  by  newspaper  writers 
as  a  woman  of  striking  and  delicate  beauty,  a  petite 
counterpart  of  the  acclaimed  Lillian  Russell  of  the  era. 

*  * 

Ellsworth  B.  Cregier  —  (Ye  scribe  of  these 
notes).  Enlisted  in  the  18th  Field  Signal  Battalion  in 

World  War  I  and  saw  service  in  France  with  the  A.E.F., 
attaining  grade  of  regimental  sergeant-major.  Stationed 
for  the  duration  in  Base  Section  #2  near  Bordeaux. 
When  visiting  a  friend  in  an  early  Hollywood  studio 
in  the  days  of  “silent  pictures’’  he  suddenly  found  him¬ 
self  drafted  to  fill  a  minor  “bit”  role  in  the  movie  being 
made,  and  so  came  to  perform  in  several  other  produc¬ 
tions  with  the  illustrious  star  Harold  Lloyd  and  his 
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feminine  lead,  Bebe  Daniels.  Because  of  failure  to  per¬ 
ceive  the  potentialities  of  this  later  most  lucrative  pro¬ 
fession,  or  lack  of  talent,  he  missed  what  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  a  golden  opportunity  for  financial  success.  After 
a  shoit  term  of  trying  his  hand  as  a  newspaper  reporter 
on  various  metropolitan  dailies,  he  gravitated  into  in¬ 
surance  claims  work  with  I  ophs  &  Harding,  Inc. 
adjusters  for  The  Underwriters  at  Lloyds,  London,  with 
|  ^  hich  firm  still  associated.  In  other  activities  he  became 

Commander  of  Wilmette  Post  #46,  The  American  Legion, 
|  served  the  Village  of  Wilmette  as  Police  and  Fire  Com- 
missioner  101  six  years,  and  latterly  elected  Clerk  of 
j;  the  Township  of  New  Frier.  Founder  member  and  past 

|  president  of  the  Special  Agents  Association  of  Chicago, 

f  Member  Chicago  Press  Veterans  Association.  32nd  de- 

\  gree  Mason.  Resides  Wilmette,  Illinois,  has  one  son, 

I  Remy  Lebort  Cregier,  and  a  stepson,  Herbert  A. 
Gould  III. 

\  Mary  Jane  (Gould)  Cregier,  nee  Wilson: — (Wife 

l  compiler  of  these  notes).  Born  in  Chicago,  one  of 

|  four  children  of  William  James  Wilson  and  Ellen  Pogue, 
j  One  sister  Ellen  married  Arthur  C.  Martin  and  now 
lives  in  Maquoketa,  Iowa,  the  other  sister  Lola  became 
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Mrs.  Henry  Relk  and  resides  in  Chicago.  A  brother, 
Robert  W.  Wilson,  died  in  Waukegan,  Illinois,  in  1951. 
First  husband,  Herbert  Alfred  Gould,  Jr.,  met  death  in 
an  airplane  crash. 

*  *  * 

Herbert  Alfred  Gould  III: — (Stepson  of  the  com¬ 
piler  of  these  notes).  Born  in  Evanston,  Illinois,  gradu¬ 
ate  engineer  with  degree  from  Northwestern  University, 
served  in  the  Navy  as  Lieutenant  JG,  World  War  II, 
now  manager  of  industrial  sales  with  the  United  States 
Gypsum  Company  for  New  England  and  Eastern  Canada. 
Resides  in  Albany,  New  York,  and  unmarried  up  to  the 
time  of  this  printing. 

*  *  * 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier,  Jr.: — Served  as  City  Custodian 
of  Chicago  for  twenty  years.  As  co-owner  with  Herbert  S. 
Mills  of  the  schooner  “Glad  Tidings’'  he  was  an  ardent 
yachtsman  and  vice-commodore  of  the  old  Columbia 
Yacht  Club  when  Sir  Thomas  Lipton,  English  racing 

enthusiast  and  donor  of  the  Lipton  Cup,  was  entertained. 
He  also  was  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Athletic  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  Chicago  Automobile  Club.  Elis  death  oc¬ 
curred  at  age  52  in  Chicago  in  1918,  and  he  had  no 
children. 
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Charles  Knap  Cregier: — Was  associated  with  the 
electrical  inspection  department  of  Chicago  for  forty- 
two  years,  becoming  its  chief  in  1930  and  on  the  council 
of  the  Underwriters  Laboratories.  His  engineering  de¬ 
gree  was  obtained  at  Notre  Dame  University.  Sailing 
on  Lake  Michigan  was  one  of  his  hobbies  and  another 
his  experiments  in  the  formative  days  of  “talking  movies”. 
He  had  known  George  K.  Spoor,  the  “S”  of  Essanay 
Pictures  Corporation,  for  many  years,  which  spurred 
his  interest  in  this  burgeonning  industry.  C.  K.  Cregier 
devised  the  first  positive  synchronization  of  image  and 
sound,  founded  the  Phonoidograph  Company,  and  moved 
to  obtain  a  basic  patent,  but  lost  upon  a  technicality  in 

final  review  of  the  case  before  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court.  He  was  a  3 2nd  degree  Mason,  and  died  in  Chi¬ 
cago  at  age  64  in  1939,  without  children. 

*-  *  * 

Charles  Wilcox  Cregier: — Formerly  of  Highland 
Park,  Illinois,  now  residing  in  Dallas,  Texas,  volun¬ 
teered  for  the  Red  Cross  ambulance  service  overseas  be¬ 
fore  entry  of  the  United  States  into  World  War  I  and 
was  assigned  to  drive  the  ambulance  donated  by  citizens 
of  Lake  Forest,  Illinois,  sent  to  Italy. 
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DeWitt  C.  Cregier  III:  —  Rose  to  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant  Commander  in  the  U.  S.  Naval  Air  Force 
in  World  W  ar  II.  He  heads  a  wholesale  firm  under  his 
name  representing  the  Suchard  chocolate  interests  in 
the  midwest,  resides  in  Lake  Forest,  Illinois,  and  has 
one  son,  DeWitt  C.  Cregier  IV.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Shrine  in  the  Masonic  Order. 

*  *•  * 

Florence  Crain  Gaston:  —  Her  husband,  Major 
Jesse  L.  Gaston,  became  Commandant  of  the  Citadel, 
so-called  “West  Point  of  the  South”,  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 

#  * 

Dorothy  Crain  Gahan  :  —  Married  Colonel  John  C. 
Gahan,  regular  Army  veteran  of  both  World  War  I 
and  II. 

*  * 

Charles  Crain  Gaston:  —  Served  as  Major,  LT.  S. 

Air  Force,  in  World  War  II. 

*  *  * 

Edward  L.  Cregier  II:  —  Served  in  the  U.  S.  Navy 
as  radio  operator  for  Commodore  of  the  Atlantic  (Sec¬ 
ond)  Fleet. 
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*-  *  * 

Frederick  Q.  Cregier,  Jr.:  —  Served  in  World  War 
II  as  special  agent  in  Counter-Intelligence  Corps,  U.  S. 
Army. 


*  *  * 

Stephen  Cregier  Senyard:  —  Aircraft  production 
engineer  by  profession  for  many  years  was  refused  en¬ 
listment  attempted,  on  the  grounds  of  being  engaged  in 
an  essential  war  industry. 

*  *  *■ 

*  *  * 
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CREGIERS  OF  OTHER  BRANCHES 
LISTED  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

*  *  * 

Harry  M.  Cregier,  2627  Troy  Road,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

Lester  A.  Cregiei,  2021  Eastern  Parkway,  Schenectady 
N.  Y. 

B.  Cregier,  41 S  Schenectady  Road,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Mary  Frances  Cregier,  1404  Union  Road, 
Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Frances  A.  Cregier,  Schenectady  Road, 

Watervliet,  N.  Y. 

A.  M.  Cregier,  Grand  View,  N.  Y. 

Eugene  S.  Cregier,  Banksville  Road,  Bedford  Village, 

N.  Y. 

Fred  P.  Cregier,  41  Bedford  Avenue,  Mount  Kisco,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  William  E.  Cregier,  30  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

Miss  S.  C.  Cregier,  14  Madison  Avenue,  Bergenfield,  N.  J. 

William  W.  Cregier,  37  E.  Johnson  Avenue,  Bergenfield, 

N.  J. 

Philip  C.  Cregier,  116  Franklin  Avenue,  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 
Harry  E.  Cregier,  112  S.  11th  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Edward  B.  Cregier,  509  Bryn  Mawr  Avenue,  Cynwyd,  Pa. 
John  A.  Cregier,  457  State  Road,  Cynwyd,  Pa. 

George  Cregier,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Edmund  T.  Cregier,  1226  Elmwood  Avenue, 
Evanston,  Ill. 

Virginia  Cregier,  4257  Baldwin  Avenue,  Los  Angel 


i€S. 


Calif. 


Beatrice  A.  Cregier,  5059  Cahuenga  Drive,  N.  Holly¬ 
wood,  Calif. 

Walter  B.  Cregier,  8105  Van  Nuys  Blvd.,  Van  Nuys, 
Calif. 

Dorothea  Cregier,  2609  Crest  Drive,  Manhattan  Beach, 
Calif. 
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